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Under the second head that the assertion of one's legal rights is a duty which 
he owes to society, we have space for but a single extract : 

"After all this, can I be charged with claiming too much when I say that the 
defence of one's concrete legal rights, when those rights are attacked, is a duty of 
the individual whose rights have been invaded not only to himself but also to 
society ? If what I have said be true, that in defending his legal right he at the 
same time defends the law, and in the law that public order which is indispensa- 
ble, who can deny that in defending them he fulfills a duty to the commonwealth ? 
If the latter may summon him to fight a foreign enemy, and to risk his life in 
battle with him, if it be every one's duty to defend the common interests of his 
country when attacked from without, why should not all courageous and well- 
minded men unite to resist the enemy at home? And if, in the former case, 
cowardly flight is considered treason to the common cause, why is it not treason in 
the latter also ? Law and justice cannot thrive in a country simply because the 
judge sits always ready on the bench, and the agents of the police power are ever 
at his command. That they may thrive, every member of society must co-operate 
with these. Every one is called upon, and it is every one's duty, to crush the 
hydra-head of arbitrariness and lawlessness whenever they show it. Every man 
who enjoys the blessings of the law should also contribute his share to maintain 
the power of the law and respect for the law. Every man is a born battler for the 
law in the interest of society." C. A. G. 



Vacation Dbeam. 

So now my vacation is over ; 

Oh, why did I wander to where 
I lived not in peace or in clover, 

Nor enjoyed a stray smile from the fair ? 

The stars glitter bright in the heavens, 
Rich odors are borne on the breeze ; 

But, oh, for a breath of replevin, 
Or a glimpse of the basest of fees ! 

No widow will have me, or spinster, 
'Tig my "want of appearance" no doubt; 

But in Melbourne or stately Westminster, 
That would bring an "attachment" about. 

So bring me my reckoning, waiter ; 

Call a hansom and take me away 
To the land where the coy allocatur 

Sings a song to the gallant /. fa. 

Yes, take me away to the court-land, 
With text-books and precedents packed, 

To assumpsit and trover and tort-land, 
Where wives both expand and contract. 
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There I'll choose me a widow discoverte, 

With a house and an ample rent-roll, 
Or at large in the gay market overt 

Trip it lightly with tender feme sole. 

Then be she as fat as a porpoise, 

Or be she but cutis and bone, 
I will issue a habeas corpus, 

And have the dear dame for my own. 

Her waste will no more be a common, 

I shall hold her affections in fee; 
Though at one time affianced to some one, 

She'll be levant and couchant with me. 

To the feast I'll invite every Fiction, 

Every lay-figure known to the Court, 
But my fancy outruns all the diction 

That would give an idea of sport. 

Possession makes love to Reversion, 

Defeasance is friendly with Bond, 
While Cruelty calls on Desertion 

To Marriage's toast to respond. 

There is Larceny winking at Trover, 

And Fraud arm-in-arm with Trustee, 
And the Legal Estate is won over, 

And drinks with the third Mortgagee. 

Onus twirls in the waltz with Presumption, 

And Fiction is flirting with Fact, 
While both give the pas to Assumption, 

And Argument's rights are intact. 

Estoppel to Waiver makes overture, 

Due Diligence waits on Lachesse, 
Gentle Infancy's setting to Coverture, 

And Lunacy romps with Duresse. 

Then Divorce bids them all fill their glasses, 

And dilates on the soul-stirring theme ; 
Co-respondent invites all the lasses 

To drink deep to the Baron and Feme. 

— Australian Law Times. 



